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Michigan is home to some of the 
most beautiful natural places in 
the United States. From dense 
forests in our Upper Peninsula, to 
bike trails and parks in South-
east Michigan, to our freshwater 
beaches and sand dunes in West 
Michigan, nothing better embod-
ies “Pure Michigan” than these 
places. Our public lands provide 

significant tourism dollars, places to recreate with our 
families and friends, habitat for wildlife, and natural 
resource jobs for our economy.  

Michiganders rely on our professional managers 
to use data-driven metrics and science in order to 
balance stewardship needs with public resource use 
when making decisions regarding the acquisition and 
management of public land. However, throughout 
the 2011-2012 legislative session, Michigan citizens 
witnessed a shift in attitude toward these long-held 
values as dozens of bills weakening decades of pro-
tections were introduced or passed into law. 

The following list provides a snapshot of  
these attacks: 

• Eliminated protections for coastal sand dunes

• Attempted to weaken Michigan’s 
land conservancies

• Undermined management in the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR)

• Politicized the non-partisan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund Board (NRTF)

• Limited the amount of land the state could protect. 

Michiganders deserve better. We need a true long-
term plan for our public lands, one that builds upon 
our tradition of well-managed, sustainable land use. 
This plan must account for the value of clean water, 
clean air, biodiversity, and non-motorized vehicle rec-
reation in regard to the long-term health and ecologi-
cal integrity of our state. 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
recently embarked on a Public Land Management 
Plan to better assess the state’s current land assets 
and establish objectives for acquiring and selling 
land going forward. It is imperative that the public 
and policymakers are engaged in a broad discussion 
on respecting the important role the DNR plays in 
managing and safeguarding our lands and resources.  
Most importantly, bills meant to weaken protections 
for public lands must be halted before passed  
into law.   
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4	Halt bills meant to weaken protections 
for public lands.   

4	Incorporate public input and consider 
resource health, biodiversity, and 
conservation goals in new land 
management strategies.  

4	Enable and support the DNR, the 
Natural Resources Trust Fund and land 
conservancies to protect and acquire 
land for sustainable resource use,  
non-motorized recreation, and 
biodiversity stewardship.   

For a full policy analysis and action items, visit www.greatmichigan.org 



CONTACT AN EXPERT ON LAND

Michigan League of Conservation Voters Education Fund 
Jack Schmitt, Campaigns Director  

jack@michiganlcv.org; 734-222-9650 

Michigan Environmental Council 
Brad Garmon, Director of Conservation and Emerging Issues  

brad@environmentalcouncil.org; 517-487-9539 

Upper Peninsula Environmental Coalition 
Robert Evans, Board Member 

 revans@fast-air.net; 906-367-1863

Gabriel Caplett, Board Member 
caplettg@gmail.com

Saugatuck Dunes Coastal Alliance 
David Swan, President  

David.Swan@cengage.com; 269-857-1842 

Sierra Club
Marvin Roberson, Forest Policy Specialist  

marvin.roberson@sierraclub.org; 906-360-0288


