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Clean fresh water is Michigan’s 

most precious communal 

resource.  it is essential to our 

human and ecological health, 

as well as michigan’s economic 

pillars: agriculture, tourism, and 

manufacturing. it is the subject 

for many of our state’s Pure 

michigan® ads, and the reason 

michigan’s sand dunes were voted the most beautiful 

place in america. above all, our fresh water and great 

Lakes define us as a people and a state. 

But if Michigan wants to maintain our “pure” image, 

we must address the unprecedented threats that our 

waters—especially groundwater—face from over 

extraction and contamination. of distinct concern are 

our state’s large-scale water withdrawal process and 

the water intensive oil and gas drilling method known 

as horizontal hydraulic fracturing or “hydrofracking”.   

when michigan put into law the great Lakes compact, 

we committed our state to preventing large-scale water 

diversions and to use responsible, science-based 

approaches to manage our region’s water resources. 

michigan’s water withdrawal assessment tool (wwat) 

was an important piece of this new process.  

while michigan is fortunate to have the wwat in  

place, it is time to refine and upgrade our water 

withdrawal process with the most up-to-date science 

to include site-specific reviews, conduct baseline 

studies, and consider the cumulative effects of large 

water withdrawals. 

in addition, we must level the playing field for 

all large-scale water users by requiring through 

law that the oil and gas industry use the wwat. 

horizontal hydrofracking uses a significant amount of 

freshwater—5-8 million gallons per well—that cannot 

be returned to the water cycle. Despite the high volume 

of water used in the hydrofracking process, the oil  

and gas industry is exempt from using the wwat.  

this must change.

Finally, the water that is used in the hydrofracking 

process for pumping and drilling is mixed with  

chemical additives, many of which are known 

carcinogens. yet, the industry is not required to 

publically disclose the amounts and names of all the 

chemicals. in order to protect our rivers, lakes and 

streams, michigan must take the necessary steps to 

update our water withdrawal process for all large-scale 

water users and require full public chemical disclosure 

in hydrofracking. 

Protect Michigan’s Waters from 
Excessive Withdrawals and Contamination      

Great Water

PRIORITY 
ACTIONS

4	 Upgrade and refine the 
water withdrawal process 
for all large scale water users 
in michigan.

4 Strengthen and improve 
hydrofracking regulations 
in michigan. 

For a full policy analysis and action items, visit www.greatmichigan.org 



ContaCt an exPert on Water

tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
Jennifer McKay, Policy Specialist  

jennifer@watershedcouncil.org; 231-347-1181 

Grenetta thomassey, Program director 
grenetta@watershedcouncil.org; 231-347-1181

national Wildlife Federation
Marc Smith, Senior Policy director  

msmith@nwf.org; 734-769-3351

anglers of the au Sable 
tom Baird, director  

tbairdo@aol.com; 517-290-6647

Michigan environmental Council 
James Clift, Policy director 

james@environmentalcouncil.org; 517-487-9539

Michigan League of Conservation education Fund 
Jack Schmitt, Campaigns director 

jack@michiganlcv.org; 734-222-9650 

FLoW
elizabeth Kirkwood, executive director 

liz@flowforwater.org; 231-944-1568

alliance for the Great Lakes
Jared teutsch, Water Policy advocate 

Jteutsch@greatlakes.org; 312-939-0838

Muskegon Save our Shoreline
Cynthia Price, President 

skyprice@gmail.com; 231-670-6059


